Reference of project
"Construction of the tourist and recreational center "Kaskasu" in The
Kaskasu gorge in Tolebi district of Turkestan region

The project is creating year-round mountain resort in the gorge Kaskasu,
Tolebi district of the Turkestan region (65 kilometers from Shymkent), location
bordered in the North by Sairam and Tyulkubas district, on the East with Zhambyl
region in the South-East by the Republic of Uzbekistan. The site is a spur of
Karzhantau on the slopes of the Western Tien Shan. The result of the project is
planned to open a tourist and recreation center of international level "Kaskasu”
with a capacity of 2063 skiers per day, as well as 3000 non-skiers per day.

The construction of a modern mountain complex will give a push to the
development of mass skiing in the region, increase the competitiveness and quality
of services of the domestic tourism industry, create new jobs, develop social
infrastructure, and increase the investment attractiveness of the Turkestan region.

The total area of the region is 117,249 km2. The population of the region is
2 734 734 (15 %, 1st place). The average population density of the region 18
approximately 23.3 people/km?2 (1st place).

The site is located at an altitude of 1600 to 3200 m. above the sea.

The existence of a relatively good transport network (air links to the main
centers of the country, rail links, a network of roads) creates real prerequisites for
the fact that in the future tourists from other regions, as well as tourists from the
CIS and foreign tourists will come to rest in the shopping center "Kaskasu™.
Shymkent has an international airport, which after reconstruction in 2007 can
accept any type of aircraft. The city has good transport links and is a transport
railway junction connecting the South with the North, the West with the East.

The main goals of creating the tourist and recreation center "Kaskasu"
are:

+ creating opportunities for people who live in an industrial city and in
environmentally unfavorable conditions to relax in clean air in a natural
environment, with the opportunity to engage in sports;

+ activating tourism activities in this area as a new economic activity, using
all the positive effects that such activity provides;

» providing employment for the population who will work as workers and
employees in the field of tourism,

+ development of mountain skiing and snowboard in the sporting sense,
organization of competitions National and international level.

In addition, it is necessary to take into account the opportunities for the
development of summer sports and tourism, which will make it possible to use the



built catering facilities and hotels n the summer and transition periods. To
implement such plans, it 1s necessary to conduct special marketing events and
make greater use of advertising,

The analysis of natural conditions is essential for making a decision on the
feasibility of building a winter tourist and recreational complex, or a complex
designed to work throughout the year. According to the main idea, the Kaskasu
shopping Mall was supposed to be a winter tourist center, however, due to the mild
climate, there are all prerequisites for using this center in the summer.

According to European standards, a winter tourist center located at an
altitude of up to 2000 meters above sea level is economically viable if used for a
whole year. In this regard, there is a real prospect to develop Kaskasu as a tourist
center for year-round use.

Analysis of the section of the shopping center "Kaskasu" showed that this
section meets all the requirements of the criteria for the height difference of the ski
slopes and their orientation, and moreovet, this section has exceptionally favorable
opportunities for winter sports. The ski area is located at an altitude of 1,710 to
3,201 meters, which gives a difference in the height of the beginning and end of
the ski slopes of 1,491 meters. The ski slopes of the shopping center "Kaskasu”
have a Northern and North-Western orientation, which is very favorable 1n terms
of snow preservation and its quality. In this area, snow at altitudes above 2500
meters persists even in June. In the surrounding mountain ranges at altitudes above
3.200 meters, there are glaciers that can be used for helicopter skiing throughout
the year. The average slope of the terrain is 16-36%, which allows all categories of
skiers to ride on them, from beginners to masters. In addition, there are areas with
a slope of more than 50 % that can be used for first-class skiers and athletes.

The slopes of Karzhantau mountain, as well as a section of the Aksu-Jabagly
nature reserve and the Sairam mountaineering zone provide exceptional
opportunities for organizing mountain hikes, for mountaineering excursions, for
skiing, walking and cross-country sKiing.

Based on all the data available, it is assumed for further analysis that the
winter ski season can last about 150 days, and this corresponds to the criteria of the
European Alps (120 days of snow depth of at least 30 cm).

Other meteorological data, such as wind speed and direction, temperature
and precipitation data, do not present obstacles to the development of both winter
and summer tourism. In this area, there are rarely foggy days, and the number of
Sunny days during the year reaches 200 days.
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